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LIM is the exclusive, institutional-grade trading 
platform providing a definitive edge for CFD traders 
in Forex, Crypto, Equities, Indices, and Commodities. 

 

 
 
 

London Investment Markets 
– Education Hub 

 
London Investment Markets – News & 
Markets 

LIM keeps you informed with the latest 
financial news, market analysis, and 
economic events that move global 
markets. 
 

Explained: Mastery in Trading 

 

Building genuine skill, competence, and consistency in retail Contract for Difference (CFD) trading requires a 
structured, multi-stage development path. Because CFDs involve financial leverage that magnifies both 
gains and losses, rushing straight into live markets without a framework often leads to rapid capital 
depletion. 

A disciplined, step-by-step approach to building skill and experience involves several key phases: 

Phase 1: Master Platform Mechanics & Fundamentals 

Before analysing charts or placing trades, you must understand the underlying mechanics of how CFD 
derivatives operate. 

• Understand Leverage and Margin: Learn how initial margin requirements and maintenance margins 
work. Recognize that you are speculating on price movements via a broker without owning the 
underlying asset. 

• Calculate All Costs: Factor in spreads (the gap between buy and ask prices), overnight 
financing/swap fees for holding positions past market close, and any broker commissions. 

• Platform Fluency: Practice using your broker’s interface so that placing market orders, pending 
orders, stop-losses, and OTO (One-Triggers-the-Other) bracket orders becomes second nature. 
Hesitation during fast-moving markets causes costly execution errors. 

 



 
  

Phase 2: Design a Repeatable Trading System 

Profitable retail traders do not trade on random intuition or "gut feel"; they follow objective, rule-based 
systems. 

• Define Your Style & Markets: Choose a specific trading style—such as day trading, swing trading, or 
news trading—and focus on just one or two instruments (e.g., EUR/USD or US Tech 100) rather than 
tracking dozens of random markets. 

• Write Objective Rules: Document exact entry criteria (e.g., technical indicator crossovers or 
support/resistance breakouts) and precise exit criteria. 

• Backtest Your Strategy: Run your rules across historical price data to see if your strategy holds a 
genuine statistical edge over time. 

Phase 3: Forward-Test with a Realistic Demo Account 

A demo account should not be used as a video game to test reckless, high-leverage gambles. It is a 
professional simulator for building operational habits. 

• Match Your Real Capital Size: If you intend to fund your live account with $1,000, set your demo 
balance to $1,000. Practicing with a fake $100,000 balance creates distorted risk habits that fail 
when real capital is on the line. 

• Hard-Code Risk Parameters: Practice the 1% to 2% rule—never risking more than a tiny fraction of 
your account equity on a single trade. 

• Log Everything in a Journal: Track every demo trade (instrument, entry reason, stop-loss, outcome, 
and your emotional discipline). Treat virtual execution with the seriousness of live trading. 

Phase 4: Transition to Live Trading with Small Size 

Moving from a demo account to live markets introduces psychological pressure (fear, greed, and hesitation) 
that virtual accounts cannot replicate. 

• Start Small: Fund your live account with a modest amount that you are fully prepared to lose. The 
objective of your first few months live is not to get rich quickly, but to prove you can execute your plan 
cleanly under real financial pressure. 

• Scale Gradually: Only scale up your position sizes or account capital after proving several 
consecutive months of disciplined, process-driven profitability. 

 



 

Core Rules for Long-Term Survival 

• Mandatory Stop-Losses: Never open a leveraged CFD position without a pre-set stop-loss order to 
cap downside exposure. 

• Respect News Volatility: Reduce leverage or step aside during major macroeconomic 
announcements (such as central bank rate decisions or Non-Farm Payrolls) where wide spreads and 
slippage can trigger unexpected liquidations. 

• Focus on Process, Not Profits: Judge your success by how accurately you followed your risk 
management rules, not on whether any single trade won or lost. 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
*Past performance does not reflect future results. The above is for marketing and general 
informational purposes only and are only projections and should not be taken as investment 
research, investment advice or a personal recommendation. 

 
 

 



Why Choose LIM 

Institutional-Grade Trading 
 

Access the same trading tools and conditions previously available only to large 
financial institutions. 

 

 
Regulation 
London Investment Markets Limited is registered in the Marshall islands, Registered Number: 
134064. Senior management is comprised of UK qualified Head of Compliance as well as 
English qualified lawyers who manage the firm to the highest standards of regulatory 
compliance. 

 
 

Client Money Protection 

Client money is segregated into a dedicated client money account. 

 

 
Corporate Governance 

The firm is managed by a UK qualified Head of Compliance as well as English qualified lawyers. 
All procedures at LIM are drafted by market leading professionals. 

 

 
Liquidity from Large Financial Institutions 

Sophisticated technology allows us to provide wholesale interbank prices, historically available only 
to large financial institutions and corporations. 

 

 
No Dealing Desk execution 

All trades are executed by systems without human interventions. 

 
 

 
Secure 

Your data is protected by enterprise-grade encryption. 
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